Upon making an examination, the os uteri was found fully dilated ; and the pains continued to return regularly, with increased force, the whole of that day, but without any other effect, than that of completing the dilatation of the os internum. In the evening, as no part of the foetus had descended into the pelvis, the presenting part being plainly felt resting upon the pubes, the midwife was at a loss to understand the nature of the impediment, and therefore requested the opinion of a surgeon. 
